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him the glad tidings that God shall favour him with His
support and whosoever stands in opposition to him, whether
a great man or small, shall face humiliation and ignominy
and is bound to suffer ruin and disgrace; because the next
Khalifa shall, indeed, walk in the footsteps of the Promised
Messiah; and shall uphold and establish the institution of
the Islamic Khilafat. Therefore, I give glad tidings now
to him who will be elected the Third Successor in my place,
even if the governments of the world oppose him, these
shall be shattered into pieces”. (Khilafat-i-Haqqa Islam p.
17-18)

On the 8th of November, 1965, Hazrat Mirza Bashiruddin
Mahmud Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih the Second passed away
and he was succeeded by Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad, duly
elected by the Ahmadiyya Community as the Third Successor.
In his own words he was “a humble servant of the Almighty
Allah”. This simplicity hides the fact thai he was a Hafiz
of the Holy Quran, and gained his Master of Arts at Oxford
and for several years had been the Principal of the Talimul
Islam College besides occupying several other offices in the
Community. Yet, those who really know him, appreciate
that compared with his late father he did not have the same
‘gift of eloquence and public speaking at the time of his
appointment, but shortly afterwards, he established himself as
a highly knowledgable public speaker. This metamorphosis
was another gift from Almighty God.

Very early in his Khilafat, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III
was given the glad tidings that Allah would bestow upon him
such abundance as would satisfy him. Many Ahmadis living
abroad have had the privilege of private audiences with this
great spiritual leader and will proudly testify to the fact, that
in this world today, a more self-less, loving, beloved, simple
and kind-hearted person than Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad
does not exist. His interests and his knowledge display a deep
understanding of religion, naturally, and of all worldly subjects
ranging from science, economics, politics to geography and
history.
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accumulated fund of more than £50,000 with the greater part
of the sum pledged by the UK. community. Numerous schools,
colleges, clinics and hopitals have been opened in Africa and
several qualified teachers, doctors and dentists are operating
in this continent under the Nusrat Jehan Scheme.

His Excellency, The High Commissioner of the Gambia
in the UK. openly admitted to me the success of the Nusrat
Jehan Scheme and said that the day was drawing near when
the whole of the country would have received some benefit
from this scheme and would have turned towards Ahmadiyyat.
Al-hamdolillah!

The financial resources of the community were to be fur-
ther tested. At the 81st Annual Conference of the community
held at Rabwah in 1973, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III announced
another grand project which would set in motion a programme
of the progressive development of all the branches of the Move-
ment, speed up the propagation of Islam in all parts of the
world and bring closer the prevalence of Islam throughout.
The fifteen year scheme known as the Ahmadiyya Centenary
Fund is charged with establishing more missionary centres in
various countries, including Sweden and Denmark, the transla-
tion and publication of the Holy Quran and other Islamic liter-
ature in diverse languages, the establishment of printing presses,
broadcasting stations and amateur-radio and telex communi-
cations.

It is fairly easy to draw up a consolidated balance sheet
of such grand projects but if the youth of today are to learn
anything from the life of their spiritual head, then they need
to look at the personality that has caused this new era to draw
upon them. I have been personally fortunate to have worked
as Private Secretary to Huzur during my stay in Pakistan and
I can present a glimpse of his busy life. Some of his attributes
I have already mentioned.

His normal working day begins very early in the morning
when he prays and studies. Then he reads all his mail, making







is left aghast at the tremendous knowledge that has been spread
before them.

Such is our spiritual leader, a man under whom anyone
would be proud to serve. During the Pakistan crisis of 1974
he had been a source of great comfort and held the helm of
the ark steady. The serenity with which he endured the barrage
of abuse hurled at him by his opponents proved that he is no
ordinary man, but is indeed God’s humble and protected servant.

Signs of acceptance of prayers

Ever since the commencement of his Khilafat Hazrat Khali-
fatul Masih has been blessed with the sign of his prayers being
accepted by God Almighty and to prove this numerous examples
could be quoted. Hundreds of people in various countries have
requested supplications on their behalf whilst they have been
anxious or worried or involved in legal cases and by the grace
of God, their problems were made lighter for them. For many
childless couples, he predicted the birth of a child and thus
brought happiness to many families.

In his speech delivered at the Annual Gathering in Rabwah
on 26th December, 1974, he remarked:

“The bitter attrocities felt personally by the members
of the community as a result of their faith cumulated in
myself. During those days, there came certain nights when,
by the Grace and Mercy of God Almighty, I did not sleep
for a minute without praying throughout for the members
of the community”.

At another occasion, he said:

“lI pray a lot and by the Grace of God, He accepts
my supplications. This is the biggest proof of His existence
that He listens to prayers and responds. But it needs to
be remembered that merely because He accepts more of
a person’s prayers should not make that person arrogant
or proud. QOur prayers are only accepted by the Grace of







1 now quote some further exaniples as proof of the accept-
ance of Huzur’s prayers so that readers may enhance in the
faith in God Almighty.

1.

When Hazrat Khalifatul Masih came on his 1967 tour
to England, T vacated the mission nouse and moved
with my family to another flat. This flat was not yet
ready and my wife had to clean it everyday. As a
result, there was a considerable amount of dust in the
air. My elder daughter, Amatul Jamil, suffered from
asthma ever since childhood. Because of the change
of environment and the floating dust, my daughter had
a severe attack of asthma, but as I was busy with
Huzur, I could not attend to her needs. She contin-
ued to worsen in health and had finally to be admitted
to hospital. A couple of days later I had the oppor-
tunity to visit her in hospital. I saw her in an oxygen
tent in very poor health and virtually on the door-step
of death. In her condition, I wonder if she knew I
was there at all. When I consulted the doctor on call,
I was told in muted words that there was no response
to medicine administered and there was a 50-50 chance
of her survival. In fact, the doctor had prepared me
for her imminent death. Deeply aggrieved, I returned
to the mission-house where Huzur was busy with cor-
respondence. I slipped in a note about my daughter’s
condition and later admitted that there was very little
hope of her survival. Huzur comforted me and said
he would pray. The next day, Begum Sahiba informed
me that Huzur could not sleep that night and had con-
tinued to pray for Jamila.

When that evening I went to the hospital, I was
truly amazed to see my daughter sitting on a chair.
The doctor told me that her survival was indeed a
miracle. Within a few days she was fully recovered
and upon her discharge from the hospital, the doctor
instructed that she should be brought back to the hos-
pital the minute there was a further attack. Ten years
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to West Africa this lady remained with Begum Sahiba
throughout merely out of devotion.

. In 1971, Mr. Nazir Ahmad Bajwa of Sahiwal was

arrested. Huzur prayed a great deal for him and he
heard a voice saying “‘Acquitted”. A few days latter,
this gentleman’s wife came to see Huzur and requested
prayers so that her husband may be released on bail
Huzur replied, ‘God Almighty had given me the glad
tidings of his acquittal. Do not worry, he shall be
freed”.

On 10th January, 1972, a cable was received from
Sahiwal stating that Mr. Bajwa had been honourably
discharged. When I presented this cable to Huzur he
said, ‘I already knew that he was going to be acquitted’.

. Mr. Abdulla Auda is a very righteous Ahmadi who

came for audience with Huzur during his 1967 tour to
London and requested prayers for a son. Huzur
prayed and by the Grace of God, he was granted two
sons, one after the other. The letter written by Mr.
Abdullah which I presented to Huzur reads:

‘Huzur obliged me by praying for a son for me
and with prayers you comforted me with assuring
words, This was at the time when I visited Huzur in
London. As a result, God granted me a son in 1968
and suggested ‘Khalid Mahmud’ as his name. In 1970,
God granted me a second son whom we have named
‘Zafrulla’.

. For ten years, Mr. Muhammad Sharif Khalid of Frank-

furt, had no issue. The findings of the doctors was
that his wife had signs of cancer at the opening of
the uterus for which they recommended an immediate
surgical operation. Mr. Khalid wrote to Huzur asking
for prayers and counsel regarding the operation. Huzur
advised against the operation and said God will show
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outcome but that an Unseen Hand of God was at work, and
that Hand they believe was set to work as a result of prayers
uttered by someone else, by their leader. Their faith in the
powers of God increases, their devotion to their spiritual leader
remains unquestioned. It would be vain to move them from
their entrenched belief, and, after all, only he who experiences
this power could attest to its existence For others, darkness
remains a bleak reality. All this talk of prayers and perpetual
reminders by Huzur to his community to continue to pray re-
main empty words to such blind people.

Dislike of Shirk

Huzur has a strong dislike for shirk (faith in the plurality
of God). Both in his speeches and when in company with
others, he keeps reminding members to refrain from this
deadliest of all sins. Once a member asked Huzur to prescribe
some medicine for him and a few days later returned to report
that no improvement had taken place. Huzur then said that
God Almighty had placed certain characteristics in herbal plants
which acted as a remedy for certain ailments. But after placing
these specific characteristics in plants, God does not, become
separated. Whenever someone takes this form of medicine,
God directs the compounds to reveal their healing qualities to
that person and in someone else’s case directs that the qualities
lay hidden. For the latter, there is no remedy in that medicine
and the prescription becomes useless mn that case. Hence, for
every act, it must have the permission of God Almighty. This
is why faith should be placed in God and not in medicine.
Medicine is an aid and to depend on it alone is equivalent to
Shirk.

Another example may be quoted here. Huzur relates that
a student in Qadian, India, was once gripped with such a severe
atiack of colic that his cries of pain virtually brought the skies
down. A doctor could not be fetched immediately. Hence,
Hazrat Mirza Sharif Ahmad made an artificial tablet from
paper and having uttered prayers on it, made the student
swallow the tablet with water. Immediately thereafter the
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times, such official engagements last from early morning to
three or four in the afternoon. From the houschold pour
constant reminders that food is being served but he ignores
such calls till he has met everyone.

When private audience is granted to individuals, Huzur is
the last one to bid farewell and vain lies the hope of the poor
chaps on duty who try to rush through meetings by knocking
on the door to indicate that the next one should now be due.
Even when it comes to a mere hand-shake, Huzur has kind
words to say to everyone. Omne quick glance rekindles his
memory and he will not only recall the name of every single
individual in the family but even state his or her present occu-
pation. This walking encyclopzdia could easily defeat the most
sophisticated memory unit of any computer.

The very young members of the community will always
remember meeting Huzur because for them he has a fatherly
love and whether it be a cuddle or an affectionate kiss, the
young become attracted to his cheerful personality. He is often
heard to remark that he loves meeting the very young members
because they are the architects of our future hopes.

I once overheard it being said by certain members of the
community that the community should be grateful to God
Almighty that they have a leader who freely grants audience.
They remarked that the Pope only stands by his window and
showers his blessings from there to the people gathered below
but that they were truly lucky to belong to a community
whose size at the moment is such that the Khalifa meets them
personally.

Senior executives will at the most keep one or two meet-
ings for the day. At the most they may meet up to fifty
on any one date and will meet a maximum of a hundred in
any week. With Huzur that is the daily average and around
the Annual Gathering he meets more than a hundred thousand
Ahmadis quite a number of whom end up with merely a
handshake. In that week, he meets officials and volunteers
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publication of this news, I learnt that some of the staff members
and certain other Ahmadis were apprehensive about their future.
I remember Huzur saying with great conviction that we were
very pleased to learn that the people of Ghana were at last able
to manage our school. Our purpose was in fact to reveal the
treasure of knowledge and uplift educational standards in
Africa. Hence, instead of being apprehensive about the future,
we should be pleased with the Ghanian people. Thereafter,
the post for a headmaster was advertised in the papers and
by a strange coincidence a very righteous African Ahmadi was
selected by the education authorities as headmaster for this
school.

Hence our objective is to serve a people who for almost
a century have lived under slavery and bondage under the
yoke of colonialism and whose rich cultural heritage has been
plundered by the quick profiteer. Our endeavours are unstint-
ingly sincere because we seek neither vain glories, nor monetary
gain nor political influence. When a community enters with
such a purpose, it faces no defeat.

Of my tour of African countries, said Huzur, I reminded the
loving African people that for the past fifty years the community
has engaged itself in serving humanity and never has any
money been taken away from them. But whatever the out-
come we receive in voluntary contributions and fees has been
ploughed back into further prospects for serving you”.

Simplicity

I can quote many examples of the simple life led by
Huzur. Once a missionary sent in a request for an aid of
Rs.500 to the Anjuman but the Anjuman rejected this request
on the grounds that as the purpose for which the fund was
required was not within the budget, it was powerless to help.
When Huzur was asked for a final decision, Huzur gave me
an envelope containing Rs.500 and asked me to give it to the
missionary quietly saving that if the Anjuman was powerless
because of ity rules, he shall fulfil the missionary’s needs.
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Every month, through me Huzur gave away many thou-
sands of rupees to worthy causes. Again, from his own pocket,
he gave away to thousands of people expensive medicine. A
medicine manufactured from Ginsang according to his formula
at great cost is given away absolutely free to thousands of
people. People from overseas countries bring vitamin tablets
to give Huzur which he receives with one hand and gives
away to needy people with the other.

Almsgiving is another of his qualities and never has any-
one in need called without leaving with his hands full. He
dresses very simply and there is no air of grandeur about him.

On eating less

Huzur himself eats very little. During an audience he
once remarked that the people eat much more than what they
really need. As a result, not only does the whole nation
suffer from food shortage but the people themselves ruin their
health. A secret of good health is to eat less.

Huzur once said that a doctor examined him ‘and as a
remedy prescribed that in the moming he should limit himself to
a roti of two chattanks’. (A roti is Indian bread rolled flat
and about the size of a half-plate; a chattank is an Indian
measure of about 2 ounces). ‘I assigned someone this duty
of making a roti from two chattanks of flour but the next
morning was surprised to be served with four rotis instead of
the customary two 1 have’.

‘Our household has a tendency to eat less. This is pro-
bably because the Promised Messiah fasted continuously for
six months. This continuous decrease in eating less and less
everyday had reached a stage when the food he had was a
mere token and it is the effect of this which manifests itself
in the rest of the household’, said Huzur.

He has also observed that Arab horses eat less than other
breeds of horses yet they are more energetic than other breeds.
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A lover of nature

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III has always been impressed
by the wonders of nature and studies nature with earnest
devotion. He says that he studies nature because its study
is evidence of the truth contained in the Holy Quran.

He recalls that during the time of the Musleh Mauood,
the Promised Son and Khalifatul Masih II, some members
had been ex-communicated and a member of the community
came to see Huzur. He expressed his surprise that such
members existed in our community. Huzur stated that he
took this member to a nearby eucalyptus tree. The tree had
some withered branches, yet it was evergreen. Huzur asked
this gentleman whether these branches showed signs of life or
death. The gentleman admitted that he then understood this
philosophy. Huzur adds that every living tree has certain dead
wood but in essence a tree is judged by the strength of its roots.
There are similar members in the community; although admit-
tedly they number but a few, they are nonetheless there.
They resemble the deadwood. But the roots of the tree on
which the community now grows are strong and as such the
dead branches fall off naturally.

Another evidence of his love for nature is that he once
said that when he read in the Holy Quran:

“He knows whatsoever is in the land and in the sea;
not a leaf falls but He knows it”. (6:60)

Huzur decided to be a witness to this act of God. He
adds: “I went to the garden and selected certain leaves on
a tree. Some were very green while others had turned ochre
red and were about to fall. I observed these leaves daily but
I was very surprised to note that during the night some green
leaves had fallen while the withered leaves still remained affixed
to the tree. This observation created a firm belief in my heart
of the truth of the Holy Quran because it would have been
logical if the withered leaf were to fall but the contrary took
place. This fact upheld the claim that whatever takes place on
this earth, does so according to a divine decree!”
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Another example quoted by Huzur is that when it rains on
farms, certain crops may be destroyed whilest others remain
unaffected. Now according to the common concept of nature,
the farms had the same downpour of rain but for certain
crops, God Almighty created a shield and protected them
from destructionn As such, the laws of nature were subjected
to Divine decree.

Huzur takes a walk in his garden everyday. I have been
a witness to Huzur’s close scrutiny of some rose bushes as if.
for a long time, Huzur was marvelling at its exireme beauty
in its apparent weakness.

He is such an avid enthusiast of nature that once he came
to learn that a tenant had cut all trees at the house. Huzur was
deeply aggrieved to learn about this. Huzur said that quite
apart from their national and scenic values, Islam had for-
bidden the chopping down of trees. When the Holy Prophet,
may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, was about
to enter a battle one of his instructions were that trees should
not be molested and that whichever territory is won, the res-
ponsibility for safeguarding the trees shall be on the victors.

Huzur loves flowers and in particular the rose. He is a
keen gardener and engages in this pastime everyday. In his
house there are numerous varieties of roses and he closely
supervises these plants.

On one of his lands, he has planted an orchard of various
kinds of fruit trees. He says that the Holy Quran speaks
of gardens having every species of trees and as such he wishes
to experiment growing them in his garden.

Quite apart from the greeneries, he is very knowledgable
about horses, other animals and the bees. He can keep the
most learned expert on these subjects uiterly amazed with his
mastery of these topics.
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HAZRAT MIRZA NASIR AHMAD
KHALIFATUL MASIH III
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In Talmud, there is a passage which indicates that on the
death of the Messiah his spiritual kingdom will pass to his son
and grandson. Again in his book Haquigatul Wahi the Promised
Messiah thanks God for the gift of four sons and the birth of a
grandson at a later date. The much awaited prophecy was
fulfilled when Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmood Ahmad
was presented with a son on 16th November, 1909. He was
named Nasir Ahmad. The grandson mentioned in the prophecy
is none other than the present head of the Ahmadiyya Com-
munity.

Hazrat Hafiz Mirza Nasir Ahmad succeeded as the Third
Caliph in the year 1965. Since then, he has expanded the
Missionary activities of the Community tremendously.

The Fazle Omar Foudation, The Nusrat Jehan Leap For-
ward Programme, The Ahmadiyya Centenary Jubilee Fund,
only to name a few, are the high-lights of the achievements of
Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih I1I. His golden
achievement is the guidance he offered to the Community during
the anti-Ahmadiyya crisis of 1974 in Pakistan.
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